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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-75
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Schellenberg
Date of Introduction: February 13, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: LUZ
Date of Analysis: February 13, 2018
Type of Action: Amending Ordinance 
Bill Summary: This bill amends Chapter 656, Ordinance Code: 
· Section 656.133 (Waivers for Minimum Distance Requirements for Liquor License Locations; Minimum Street Frontage Requirements; Signs; Downtown Properties), to provide a waiver process for minimum distance requirements for Medical Marijuana Dispensing Facilities; 
· Repeals Subsections 656.313(IV)(A)(25), (IV)(A)(26), (V)(A)(28), and (V)(A)(29) (Community/General Category) related to the processing and/or dispensing of Low-THC Cannabis as a permitted use in the CCG-1 and CCG-2 Zoning Districts in their entirety; 
· Repeals Subsections 656.321(I)(A)(14) And (I)(A)(15) (Business Park Category) related to the processing and/or dispensing of Low-THC Cannabis as a permitted use in IBP Zoning Districts in their entirety; 
· Repeals Subsections 656.322(II)(A)(22), (II)(A)(23), And (II)(A)(24) (Light Industrial Category) related to the cultivation, processing and/or dispensing of Low-THC Cannabis as a permitted use in IL Zoning Districts in their entirety;
· Repeals Subsection 656.331(I)(A)(16) (Agriculture) related to cultivation of Low-THC Cannabis as a permitted use in AGR Zoning Districts in its entirety;

· Amends Section 656.401 (Performance Standards and Development Criteria) to remove standards for the cultivation, processing, and dispensing of Low-THC Cannabis and provide the minimum distance requirements for Medical Marijuana Treatment Centers and parking requirements for Medical Marijuana Dispensing Facilities; 

· Amends Section 656.1601 (Definitions) to amend definition of Commercial Retail Sales and Service Establishments, remove definitions for Low-THC Cannabis Facilities and related terms, and to add definition for Medical Marijuana Dispensing Facility; and
· Providing for Severability

Background Information: The Florida Legislature initially enacted a medical marijuana law in 2014 to allow the operation of a limited number of dispensing organizations to cultivate, process, transport, and dispense low-THC cannabis to qualified patients and. In November 2016, the voters of the State of Florida passed an amendment that fully legalizes medical use of marijuana for qualifying patients and authorizes the cultivation, processing, distribution, and sale of marijuana by Medical Marijuana treatment Centers (MMTC).  Thus, the Florida Legislature expanded the use of marijuana for debilitating medical conditions, known as the Medical Marijuana Act. This amendment provides local government a choice regarding the boundaries and restrictions on MMTC dispensing facilities.

For the best interest of the City, MMTC dispensing facilities can be within the boundaries of the City of Jacksonville and may be located within 500 feet of a public or private elementary, middle or secondary school, if the location has been determined to promote public health, safety, and general welfare of the community.
Based on the possible locations of MMTCs, the Zoning Code must be amended to add language referencing the minimum requirements for Medical Marijuana Dispensing Facilities; and revoke all subsections regarding cultivation, processing and/or dispensing of low-THC Cannabis in CCG, IBP, and IL Zoning Districts.
Policy Impact Area: Zoning Code, Medical Marijuana
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Mitchell
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